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How to make infrastructure speak to
the economic needs of Africa.

 Infrastructure : Is the basic
physical and organizational
structures and facilities (e.g
buildings, roads, power
supplies) Thesaurus dictionary
 Socio‐economic development :
is the continuous improvement
in the well‐being and in the
standard of living of the people
the new Partnership for Africa’s
Development NEPD

 Investment in
infrastructure in Africa has
not been leading to socio
economic wellbeing
 There is need to create
infrastructures that speak
to the economic needs of
Africa
 There is need for
strategies that ensure that
the political will is there

1.

Initially focusing on infrastructure that rapidly leads to human
development: at any stage of development, there are infrastructures that
always yield significant payoffs e.g electricity is regarded as the cornerstone
of infrastructure. Energy’s input is felt in industry and water plants.
Electricity provision has direct benefits to African households, it reduces
time that is spend fetching for firewood, freeing more time for girls and
women to put their time in more productive ventures.

2.

Regional integration: it has been considered as one of the strategies that
are essential to sustainable economic growth which leads to development
in Africa. It is a process whereby neighboring states enter into agreements
in order to upgrade cooperation through common institutions and rules.
Making trade easier. African economies can begin the process of deep
integration if their infrastructure networks are designed in such a way as to
link production centers and distribution hubs across the continent. Such
infrastructure will enable Africa to compete effectively and to tap into
regional markets.

3.

4.

Comparative advantage and investment in infrastructure:
concentration of infrastructure should logically be in areas where a
country has the most factor endowments. For infrastructure to have
a bearing on socio‐economic development. The Ricardan theory of
comparative advantage refers to the ability of a country to produce a
particular good or service at a lower marginal cost or opportunity
cost than another
Standardized selection of infrastructure projects‐ there is need for a
systematic way of selecting projects that prioritize areas of lack and
those projects that are sustainable. Many countries are adopting
tailor made public investment management guidelines which
include socio‐economic benefits of the public with the help of the
World Bank technical assistance division . Zimbabwe as an example
introduced the Public investment management guidelines to ensure
that infrastructure investment is easily translated to investment in
socio‐economic wellbeing.

 Restructuring the work of NGOs and external funders in Africa, using
different methods to achieve positive results – aid to be in the form of
infrastructure
 Saving the engineering profession key to socio‐economic development –
According to Irina Bokova, UNESCO Director General 2013. Africa needed
almost 2.5 million engineers and technicians then to assist Sub‐Saharan
Africa to achieve the then Millennium Development goals. Currently it
might seem like its not a good idea to train more engineers as engineering
firms cannot afford to employ a lot of recent graduates. Not much
investment is being made in infrastructure now but we need to find a way
to train more people and accommodate them such that when the
opportunity comes, Africa will be strategically positioned to handle it.
 Engineering and politics – few engineering individuals in public policy (
topic discussed on the 7th of May) governments are not willing to use FIDIC
contracts because they don’t understand the importance. There is need
for the people who understand FIDIC contracts to be in government!

THE ROLE OF THE CONSULTING
ENGINEER IN ALL THIS
 Must formulate the most
efficient way of bringing a
project design into a reality
 He should be able to advise
whether it is appropriate for
certain designs to be
implemented
 He should minimize losses
 Designs whose output is
Sustainable infrastructure
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