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Africa House is a research & consulting company based in Johannesburg, South Africa. Working exclusively
in sub-Saharan Africa, we offer insight and access into the African trade and project environment through
the provision of intelligence on projects and bespoke research on opportunities in markets.

Our Services:
Africa House provides:
Insights: What is driving the continent and
targeting regions of high opportunity going
forward.
Access: To the world’s fastest growing markets
through a team that has worked in 30 countries
across the continent over a period spanning 30
years
Projects: On-going research and intelligence on
greenfield and brownfield projects to a dedicated
subscriber base
Trade: Market and partner identification, export
strategy development and commercial feasibility

FACT OF THE MONTH
In 2020, East Africa lead the continent’s regions in MOBILE MONEY TRANSACTIONS with in excess of US$
270 billion transacted. This is according to Global Systems for Mobile Communications (GMSA) in its report
‘State of the Industry Report on Mobile Money 2021’. The GMSA is a world association of mobile
telecommunications operators.
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EDITORIAL
Developments in Botswana’s Mining Sector
While Botswana’s mining industry remains
important and accounts for well over 80% of
foreign exchange earnings, its contribution to the
country’s GDP has dropped considerably. From a
peak of around 45%, it is now considerably lower
at about 16%. This development can be construed
as a manifestation of the relative success of
Botswana’s drive for the diversification of its
economy. The country has vast natural mineral
reserves but with the notable exception of the
lucrative diamond production, many of the
country’s minerals are inferior grade. Botswana has
a large coal resource estimated at 200 billion tons.
The list is long: copper, silver, gold, gemstones,
dimension stone, salt, clay and soda ash.
Nevertheless, there are now concerted efforts to
stimulate the sector and a resurgence is evident.
Approximately one thousand mining exploration
licenses have been issued and there is a strong
focus on the re-opening of mines that have been
on care and maintenance, especially copper and
nickel mines. The government is re-examining the
issue of previous licenses and is identifying
holders that have invested for speculation
purposes and are tardy in developing their
concessions.
While local supply is considered important,
observers believe that the authorities are adopting
a more realistic and pragmatic stance. It is
acknowledged that the required local products
and skills may not be present in the country and
mining initiatives should not be overly hampered
by localisation issues. Mining companies seeking
local content for their operations should factor in
any additional costs relating to local supply. There
are efforts to upskill local labour. The United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is
working with local authorities for the training of
Batswana suppliers. Innovative joint ventures
between foreign investors and local businesses
are developing.
An example of success of local beneficiation is the
move of the diamond processing industry a few
years ago from London to Gaborone. The move is
generally regarded as having been a success but
there are recent reports that the industry has
weakened.
There is a need to reduce operating costs. Modern
mechanisation and technologies especially when
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mines are expanded from open pit to underground
operations. Installations of equipment must be
backed up by ongoing maintenance plans. There is
a need to align the mining sector with support
from
the
financial
institutions
including
development finance agencies.
A major challenge for the country relates to the
location of its mines. Most mines are on the more
developed eastern side. The government is making
efforts to promote new mining initiatives in the
relatively barren west. In order to achieve this,
there is a strong need for infrastructure there. This
includes power and water supply, improved
communications and new and better transport
links. A number of renewable energy projects are
being identified. A priority project is the
transmission line to Maun which will branch to
Ghanzi in the far west.
Export transport links need to be improved. Border
crossings require upgrading. For example, more
truck lanes are required at Martins Drift on the
border with South Africa. The authorities are in
discussion with Transnet for the revival of the 56
kilometre Mmamabula-Lephalale rail route into
South Africa. While trucking to South African ports
has been the easier modus operandum, attention
is increasingly being given to alternate routes that
exclude South Africa. There are plans for a
367 kilometre Mosetse-Kazangula-Livingstone rail
that will link Botswana to Zambia’s transport
systems. The Kazangula bridge project has
undoubtedly changed Botswana’s transport sector
scenario for the better.
A 2018 International Monetary Fund (IMF) report
acknowledges the past success of Botswana in
sustaining a stable economy largely due to the
mining sector, but warns that in the future, the
economy may not fare as well unless the national
development model is revamped.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
“The old power plants are producing like old power plants and the new power plants are performing like the
old power plants.”
(Chris Yelland, South African energy sector analyst and founder of EE Business Intelligence on South Africa’s
ageing coal-fired power plants and the poor generation performance of the country’s new Kusile and
Medupi power plants.)
“We cannot go on stabilising zones that fall back into lawlessness because states decide not to take
responsibility for them … France’s long-term presence in external operations cannot be a substitute for a return
of the state, of public services, of political stability and for choices made by sovereign states.”

(President Emmanuel Macron of France on the decision to withdraw over 2 000 French troops from fighting
Jihadist groups in the Sahel region.)
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THIS EDITION
•

Positive Developments for Lamu Port, Kenya

•

Impending Construction of Mphanda Nkuwa Dam, Mozambique

•

Initial Production from Segilola Gold Mine, Nigeria

•

Tenders for Lobito Oil Refinery Launched, Angola

•

First Mobile Telecommunications Operator Confirmed in Ethiopia

•

Prioritisation of Otjiwarongo Waste Water Treatment Project, Namibia

•

New Fruit and Vegetable Processing Facility, Côte d’Ivoire

•

Expansion of Victoria & Albert Waterfront, Cape Town, South Africa

•

Covid-19 Vaccine Production, Senegal and South Africa

•

Restoration of Cape Town Central Rail Line, South Africa

•

Tender Launched for Construction of Anixas Power Plant, Namibia

•

First Iron Ore Project, Ikongwe, for Botswana

•

MOU Signed for NNPC-AKK Gas Pipeline, Nigeria

•

Plans for Technology Park in Ibadan, Nigeria

•

Refurbishment of Mambo Bio-Filtration Plant, Francistown, Botswana

•

Planned Tomato Processing Plant, Monze, Zambia

•

Development of Blue Amber Zanzibar Hotel and Villa Complex, Tanzania

•

Opening of Cardiology Centre, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire

•

Plans for Development of Banana Port, DR Congo

•

PV Solar Power Plants for Gabon and Zambia

•

Funding Secured for Ewoyaa Lithium Project, Ghana

•

Commencement of Phase 2 of National Backbone Project, Malawi

•

Promotion of Mango Processing Plant, Zambia

•

Expansion of Storage Property Unit Network, South Africa
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PROJECTS
Africa House subscribers should note that the projects listed below in this publication are a selection from
our Project Database. Templates on many more projects can be found on the
Ventures Onsite Project Platform.
https://africahouse.venturesonsite.com/login
Africa House subscribers are welcome to contact Keagan on Johannesburg 27 11 7285878 or e-mail:
keagan@africainfo.co.za for templates/further details/contacts pertaining to specific projects listed below.

PROJECT OF THE MONTH
The LAMU PORT DEVELOPMENT on Kenya’s north coast is progressing well. The port, which was
inaugurated in May 2021, will be receiving its first trans-shipment cargo vessel this month. The vessel
coming from Zanzibar will deliver freight to Dubai and the Far East. Lamu Port will be specialising in
trans-shipment cargo from the Indian Ocean islands for onward forwarding to the Far East and elsewhere.
The port will eventually have 23 berths with 400 metre quays and will be able to receive Panamax vessels.
The Kenya Ports Authority (KPA) will be testing its customs systems during the arrival of the first
trans-shipment. The KPA has waived some of its port charges to encourage more vessels to call.
Editor’s Note: Africa House has undertaken a number of visits to Lamu Port and is monitoring developments
there. Africa House subscribers are welcome to request further information on the Lamu Port and LAPSSET
Corridor developments.
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AGRICULTURE

COTE D’IVOIRE
The Ivorian agri-industrial company, Trafrule is developing a FRUIT AND VEGETABLE PROCESSING FACILITY at
N’douci in the Agnébi-Tiassa region of southern Côte d’Ivoire. The plant will produce 15 tons of tomato
concentrate, 5 tons of pineapple juice and 10 tons of mango juice per annum. The cost is 6,3 billion CFA or
about US$ 11.3 million. Agri-industry is a fast developing sector in Côte d’Ivoire. HPW Fresh and Dry of
Switzerland is also setting up a similar facility.
KENYA
The Kenya Animal Genetic Resource Centre (KAGRC) is coordinating the development of a DAIRY EMBRYO
TRANSFER FACILITY in Eldoret, north-western Kenya. The initiative is aimed at doubling milk yields. A single
cow should be able to produce 70 litres per day. The country needs to produce 600 million litres per annum
to meet growing demand. KAGRC has completed construction of a laboratory for goat milk development.
ZAMBIA
The Zambia Development Agency (ZDA) has announced its intention to promote the development of a new
TOMATO PROCESSING PLANT on a 10 hectare site in Monze, Southern Province. The cost is estimated at
US$ 5 million. The duration of construction would be 12 months. The plant could produce 10 000 tons of
tomato paste per annum. Collection points for tomato supply will be set up throughout the province.
The Zambia Development Agency (ZDA) and the Ministry of Trade, Commerce and Industry (MCTI) are promoting
the development of a MANGO PROCESSING PLANT. The site of the facility is unconfirmed as yet. The project
will cost about US$ 5 million and the funds will be sought entirely from private investment. The plant is
estimated to produce 30 000 tons of mango pulp and 5 000 tons of dried mango per annum. Collection
depots and cold storage units will be positioned in the country’s agricultural areas. Once funding is secured,
the construction duration would be 12 months.
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HEALTH

COTE D’IVOIRE
The Orange Côte d’Ivoire Foundation has announced the opening of a CARDIOLOGY CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
at the telecommunication company’s Orange Digital Centre in Abidjan. The centre will help combat
cardiovascular disease and arterial hypertension. The services include telemedicine, surgical interventions,
training and public awareness initiatives. The centre is collaborating with the Cardiology Institute of Abidjan
(ICA).
SENEGAL
Strong donor and development finance institution support has been received by the Senegalese
government for the planned COVID-19 AND ENDEMIC DISEASES VACCINE MANUFACTURING FACILITY. The
implementing agency will be the Institut Pasteur Dakar. The European Union (EU) has approved a donation of
US$ 16,6 million towards the project. The KFW of Germany has approved a US$ 22 million grant. Other
supporters include the Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD), the European Investment Bank (EIB), the
International Finance Corporation (IFC) and Belgium. The project is supported by the Team Europe Initiative
on Manufacturing and Access to Vaccines, Medicines and Health Technologies in Africa.
SOUTH AFRICA
Aspen Pharmacare will be increasing capacity for COVID-19 VACCINE PRODUCTION at its manufacturing
plant in Gqeberha in the Eastern Cape province. It will be supplying Johnson & Johnson vaccines and will fill
and package the vaccines. Aspen is receiving long-term financial support totalling 600 million Euros or about
US$ 709 million for its Covid-19 vaccination programme for Africa from the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), the United States International Development Finance Corporation (DFC), the DEG of Germany
and PROPARCO of France.
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HOTELS/COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY

MALAWI
Construction of the LILONGWE INDOOR SPORTS COMPLEX is underway. It is scheduled for completion by the
end of 2022 and hopefully before Malawi hosts the Region 5 Games. The complex will include netball,
volleyball and basketball courts as well as shops and offices. The total cost is equivalent of about
US$ 9,5 million and reports indicate that government funds will be drawn upon. The contractor is China
Railway 20 Bureau Group. The complex is being developed close to the Bingu National Stadium. It was
initially to be located in Blantyre. The Ministry of Youth and Sports is renovating the Kamuzu Institute for
Sports in Lilongwe.
SOUTH AFRICA

The Cape Town-based storage specialist company, Stor-Age has announced that it will be establishing eight
new STORAGE PROPERTY UNITS valued at approximately R685 million or about US$ 48 million. It has
secured the land for three of these development sites. The company reports a 90.1% occupancy of its units
in South Africa. It is making use of digital technology for storage monitoring. Customers include businesses
and households.
Growthpoint Properties and the Public Investment Corporation (PIC) are reportedly planning an expansion of
the VICTORIA & ALFRED WATERFRONT in Cape Town. The canal district will be expanded for mixed-use
development, the number of marine berths for boats, yachts and superyachts will be increased and
additional facilities will be installed at the cruise terminal. The new Investec Bank Cape Town offices will also
be constructed on the 500 000 square metre V&A site. The cost is estimated at R3,9 billion or about
US$ 272 million.
TANZANIA
The locally-based company, Pennyroyal Limited has reported delays in the development of the BLUE AMBER
ZANZIBAR HOTEL AND VILLA COMPLEX near Matemwe in the Unguja North Region in the north of the island.
The project includes a five-star hotel and 60 villas as well as marine sport facilities and a golf course. The
reported total cost is US$ 1,6 billion. The first phase is scheduled for completion in 2022. The project was
initiated in 2015 when land was allocated by the Zanzibar Investment Promotion Authority (ZIPA) but there
have been delays due to scarcity of building materials and land permit issues.
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ICT / TELECOMMUNICATIONS

REGIONAL
Liquid Intelligent Technologies and Facebook are in a partnership for the development of an extensive FIBRE
OPTIC CABLE NETWORK across central Africa. Liquid will build operate and own the network and services will
be sold wholesale to internet service providers and mobile telecommunications operators. The ultimate plan
is for a 2 000 kilometre link from the Atlantic Ocean across the DR Congo to East Africa with further
connections to Angola, the Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. Regional
connectivity will be enhanced and internet access improved.
MALAWI
The Malawi government has announced the commencement of phase 2 of the NATIONAL BACKBONE
PROJECT which provides for the rollout of an additional 3 000 kilometres of fibre optic cable throughout the
country. The network will link main urban centres and businesses. Huawei of China is the lead contractor. The
first phase was completed in 2018 using the power grid transmission lines. The Ministry of Information and
Communications Technology is the implementing agency.
ETHIOPIA
The Ethiopian Communications Authority (ECA) has confirmed Safaricom Telecommunications Ethiopia (STE) as
the country’s first private MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS OPERATOR. Locally-registered STE comprises
Safaricom, Vodacom, the Vodafone Group, the Sumitomo Group and the CDC Group. In May 2021, the Global
Partnership for Ethiopia (GPE), a consortium comprising these parties was awarded the license for a period of
15 years and renewable thereafter. The consortium has undertaken to allocate US$ 8 billion for investment
in the utility’s operations over the next 10 years. STE will operate alongside the state-owned Ethio Telecom.
NIGERIA
The national ICT regulator, the Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC) has presented its plans for the
development of a TECHNOLOGY PARK in Ibadan, south-western Nigeria. The cost is estimated at 100 million
Naira or about US$ 1,2 million. The park will have continuous power supply and a fast internet network.
Innovation laboratories and digital fabrication laboratories for ICT entrepreneurs will be built. There are four
other technology parks under construction in Kano, Enugu, Maiduguri and Abeokuta. The objective is to
develop tier-4 digital industrial complexes in the country’s six geopolitical zones.
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MINING

BOTSWANA
Yashomann Industries Limited of India has recently been granted a license by the Ministry of Mineral
Resources, Green Technology and Energy Security for the development of Botswana’s first iron ore mine, the
IKONGWE IRON ORE MINE in the Central District, eastern Botswana. It is estimated that the mine will produce
one million tons of ore per annum with a high iron content. Vision Ridge Investments of Botswana is
promoting the project. Botswana is keen to diversify its mineral resources and reduce dependence upon
diamonds.
CONGO (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC)
AVZ Minerals of Australia reports that increased reserves, quality and duration of the open pit MANONO
LITHIUM-TIN PROJECT situated some 500 kilometres north of Lubumbashi in southern DR Congo. Reserves
are now estimated at nearly 132 million tons, the mineral content is now thought to be higher and the
project’s duration has been extended by ten years. The estimated initial cost of the project is US$ 36 million.
Production is expected to commence at the end of 2021. Full bankable status is being achieved. Minority
shareholders are La Congolaise Minière d’Exploitation and Dathomir Mining Resources. In early 2021, Mincore
of Australia was awarded the Front End Engineering Design (FEED) contract and GR Engineering Services also
of Australia is involved in the engineering works.
GHANA
The Australian junior, Ironridge Resources and Piedmont Lithium of the USA have concluded an agreement for
the full funding of the EWOYAA LITHIUM PROJECT in southern Ghana. Piedmont will provide funding totalling
US$ 102 million. Ironridge completed a scoping study in early 2021 and the next step will be the
implementation of the definitive feasibility study. This would be the first lithium-producing mine in West
Africa.
NIGERIA
Thor Explorations of Canada has announced that it will soon be producing its first ingot of gold from its
SEGILOLA GOLD MINE situated in Osun State, southern Nigeria. A definitive feasibility study was completed
in February 2019 and the mine will be producing 8 000 ounces per annum over the next five years. The
financing of the project amounted to some US$ 104 million. The project is particularly significant in that the
Nigerian solid minerals sector is relatively undeveloped.
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OIL & GAS

ANGOLA
Investors are sought for the planned 200 000 barrels per day LOBITO OIL REFINERY in Benguela Province,
central Angola. The tendering process for the project has just been launched. The government is offering a
70% majority stake in the project with the national oil company, Sonangol holding 30%. Two more
refineries are being developed in Soyo and Cabinda and the Luanda refinery is being expanded. The
objective is to reduce the national imports of fuel and export petroleum to neighbouring countries.
NIGERIA
The Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), the Gas Aggregation Company of Nigeria (GACN) and the
Kano State Government have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for implementation of the 614
kilometre NNPC-AKK GAS PIPELINE PROJECT that will supply natural gas from Ajaokuta in the south to
Kaduna and Kano. Kano has been designated as a gas hub and gas will be fed to the industrial park there.
The project is being implemented on a Build Own Operate Transfer (BOOT) and Public Private Partnership
(PPP) project. The cost is estimated at US$ 2,8 billion. The project falls within the scope of the planned 1 300
kilometre Trans-Nigeria Gas Pipeline Project.
RWANDA
US$ 1 million has been allocated by the government to the Rwanda Mines, Petroleum and Gas Board (RMB) for
the resumption of the LAKE KIVU OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION PROGRAMME by way of 2D seismic surveys.
The surveys will facilitate the pinpointing of drilling target locations. The programme was originally
scheduled to commence in June 2021.
TANZANIA
The Orca Exploration Energy Group of Canada is maintaining natural gas production from the SONGO SONGO
OFFSHORE GAS FIELD by measures such as reconditioning of wells and the installation of additional gas
compressors. Exalo Drilling of Poland has recently been awarded a drilling contract at Songo Songo.
Production from the field began in 2004. Songo Songo island is located 15 kilometres offshore of the
southern coastal area. The field produces 45 million cubic feet of natural gas per day. Production is sold to
the Tanzania Petroleum Development Corporation (TPDC) and onwards to Songas Limited. The gas is used for
power generation and has saved the country much hard currency through fuel import replacement.
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POWER

GABON
The Ministry of Energy and Hydraulic Resources has concluded an agreement with Groupe Eren of France for
the construction of a 50 MW PV SOLAR POWER PLANT to provide power to the greater Libreville city. Gabon
is planning to achieve national power supply of 80% renewable energies in its energy mix. This will bring
about a substantial saving in fuel supplies.
NAMIBIA
Nampower has launched a tender for the construction of the 50 MW ANIXAS II POWER PLANT in Walvis Bay.
The cost is estimated at about US$ 85 million. Power will be generated through combustible liquid, liquefied
natural gas (LNG) or compressed gas. The plant is scheduled to be operational from 2023. It will replace the
disconnected Paratus diesel-powered plant.
MOZAMBIQUE
The Ministry of Mineral and Energy Resources through its Mphanda Nkuwa Hydroeletric Project Construction
and Development Office has announced that construction of the long-mooted MPHANDA NKUWA HYDRO
POWER DAM will start in 2024. The site is in Tete Province, central Mozambique. Four turbines will generate
1 500 MW. This is a run-of-river project on the Zambezi river utilising water released from the Cahora Bassa
dam further upstream. A Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) comprising Electricidade de Mocambique (EDM),
Hidroelectrico de Cahora Bassa (HCB) and a private finance partner is being set up. In September 2019, the
Mozambican authorities appointed a team of project advisers comprising Synergy Consulting, Baker McKenzie,
Worley and HRA Advocates. The listed contractors include Camargo Correia of Brazil and Insitec of
Mozambique.
ZAMBIA
The Ultra Green Corporation of the USA will commence construction of the 200 MW SERENJE PV SOLAR
POWER PLANT in September 2021. The plant in Central Province will be constructed on a 448 hectare site. A
transmission line will connect the plant to the national grid. A power purchasing agreement will be signed
with the Zambia Electricity Supply Corporation (ZESCO). The investment totals US$ 336 million.
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TRANSPORT

CONGO (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC)
The major logistics company, DP World is reportedly ready to develop the BANANA DEEP WATER PORT. This
will be the DR Congo’s only deep-water port. DP World and the government have recently signed a term
sheet outlining the project responsibilities of the parties. In 2018, DP World was awarded a 30-year concession for the port. The original plans for phase 1 were for the construction of a 600 metre quay and a container yard. The estimated duration of the project is two years. Capacity will be 350 000 TEU’s and 1,5 million
tons of general cargo. The road between Banana and Matadi is being improved.
SOMALIA (SOMALILAND)
The Somaliland government and DP World have announced a second phase expansion of BERBERA PORT.
The expansion includes the construction of a new quay and the acquisition of 7 gantry cranes. The port will
be able to handle multiple vessel dockings and 2 million TEU’s per annum. The cost of the port upgrade is
US$ 442 million. Berbera port with its special economic zone (SEZ) will be transformed into a logistics hub in
the Horn of Africa.
SOUTH AFRICA
The Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa (PRASA) has announced that it will be restoring the CAPE TOWN
CENTRAL RAIL LINE in the Western Cape Province. The total cost is estimated at R3 billion or about US$ 211
million. The line links the city to the Cape Flats through lines from Langa to the Chris Hani station and
Kapteinsklip as well as from Bonteheuwel to Bellville. The project includes the repair of infrastructure as
well as rehabilitation of the power supply network. A wall will be built along the line. The project will be
hampered by the number of informal homes that have been erected along the line.
ZIMBABWE
The South Zambezi joint venture comprising Zimre Capital and Khato Holdings of South Africa has reportedly
secured US$ 3 million in funding of a feasibility study for the rehabilitation of the BEITBRIDGE-BULAWAYO
AND BEITBRIDGE-VICTORIA FALLS ROADS in south-western Zimbabwe. The study will assist in determining
whether the roads should be dualised or just widened. Khato Civils was appointed to undertake the project
on a Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) basis in 2019.
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WATER & SANITATION

BOTSWANA
The Water Utilities Corporation (WUC) is about to commence refurbishment of the MAMBO BIO-FILTRATION
PLANT in Francistown. The World Bank has provided funding of almost US$ 1 million for the project. The
plant was originally designed for domestic waste only but is being adapted to better treat industrial waste
from industries such as abattoirs and textile plants.
NAMIBIA
The OTJIWARONGO WASTEWATER TREATMENT PROJECT in northern Namibia has been identified by the
Namibian Ministry of Finance as one of five top Public Private Partnership (PPP) projects. The Otjiwarango
municipality is the implementing agency. The municipality is involved with a dry toilet systems programme.
The Development Bank of Namibia is dealing with some fifteen proposed PPP projects with a good number
thereof relating to water and sanitation.
SOUTH AFRICA
The Department of Water and Sanitation has indicated that community protests have delayed
implementation of the MAGARENG WATER TREATMENT PLANT in the Northern Cape province. The cost of the
construction and upgrade is R83 million or about US$ 5,8 million. The plant is being upgraded to a capacity
of 12 ML/day. It includes a new water reservoir and sedimentation tanks. The project commenced in April
2020 and was due for completion in June 2021.
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WHISPERINGS - FOOTNOTES
The recent decision of the Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China to withdraw from funding
the Sengwa coal-fired power plant project in
Zimbabwe is a further manifestation of the rejection
by funding agencies of COAL PROJECTS. While many
of the traditional funding agencies have declared that
they will no longer be funding coal projects, some
project proponents have been of the view that Chinese
funders may step into the gap. There were strong
objections to the project by environmental groups.
•

•

AGRICULTURE PROJECTS IN AFRICA are often linked to mining and other extractive resource
developments. Reasons given by investors and operators are that this is because the mining activities
include some provision of local infrastructure and the mining companies are natural offtakers for the
agricultural produce.

•

The Australian junior mining company, Ironridge Resources is referring to a NEW WEST AFRICAN
‘LITHIUM FRONTIER’ following the positive results from its scoping studies in two areas of southern
Ghana and southern Côte d’Ivoire.

•

The announcement by Barrick Gold that it expects a 16% copper production surge in the second half of
2021 from its Zambian operations is another manifestation of improved COPPER PRODUCTION from
the relevant African markets. The demand is being fuelled by the industrial requirements inter alia of
China and India. Observers are predicting compound annual growth of 4,5% by 2024. An exception is
South Africa from where copper production is expected to drop.

•

Now that the Lagos-Ibadan rail link is working, Ibadan could become a major INLAND LOGISTICS HUB
FOR NIGERIA. Lagos city and port are overcrowded and the use of Ibadan could reduce the stress.

•

Exploitation of LAKE ALBERT OIL RESOURCES on the DR Congo side remains a way off due to continued
confusion. The DR Congo hydrocarbons ministry has informed Oil of DR Congo, the company of Israeli
investor, Dan Gertler that its permits for the operation of Blocks 1 and 2 are no longer valid. The
company has responded by claiming force majeure as the authorities have in their view, failed to
identify and facilitate means of export.

•

The long-mooted ‘NAMGOLA’ RAIL LINK that would facilitate increased cargo movement between
northern Namibia and southern Angola has not progressed. Observers believe that the parties need to
take the initiative and drive the project especially as there is substantial cargo moving by road across
the border. South African goods to Angola are transiting via Namibia. Angola needs to establish a good
transport link between Lubango and Santa Clara/Oshikango.

•

There is a silver lining to the dark Eskom and power supply cloud in South Africa. Observers point to the
expected role of the private sector in producing 15 000 MW from RENEWABLE ENERGIES AND GAS over
the next few years. They emphasise that this development will create numerous business
opportunities.

•

While office properties may have suffered from the Covid-19 pandemic, the STORAGE PROPERTY
SECTOR appears to have done well. The Cape Town-based storage specialist company, Stor-Age has
declared a 90,1% occupancy for its units in South Africa.

•

The Dutch government has recently completed a study on the upgrade of MPULUNGU PORT in Zambia
as part of the Lake Tanganyika Corridor Project. Upgrade of this port on the lake will help ensure a
valuable inland maritime trade route linking southern Africa to central-east Africa.

•

The Segilola gold mining project being developed by Thor Explorations of Canada in Nigeria is of
particular significance. It will soon be producing its first ingot and this project signals new interest and
progress in the NIGERIAN SOLID MINERALS SECTOR. The sector has long been ignored by this
oil-dominated economy.

•

Although France has decided to withdraw over 2 000 FRENCH TROOPS from fighting Jihadist groups in
the Sahel region, some observers believe that France will remain involved in the conflict. The total
French force numbers just over 5 000 before the partial withdrawal and the contingent is likely to be
reduced and adapted rather than completely withdrawn.
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WEBSITES
Regular information on current developments in TRANSPORT LOGISTICS including up-to-date
news on border crossings is supplied on the site of Senator International:
www.senator-international.com

PROJECT-RELATED ACHIEVEMENTS AND/OR ACTIVITIES OF AFRICA HOUSE NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBERS,
ASSOCIATES AND CONTACTS
African Banker magazine has named the STANDARD BANK GROUP as the ‘African Bank of the Year” for 2021.
The award recognises the bank’s role in combating the Covid-19 pandemic and for its empowerment of
women.

SPOTLIGHT ON AID AGENCIES, INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
FINANCE INSTITUTIONS, FUNDS & SELECTED RELATED
ORGANISATIONS
The Johannesburg-based AFRICAN TRADE PLATFORM has partnered with the USAID Southern Africa Trade
and Investment Hub to assist buyers, suppliers, financiers and logistics operators in the agricultural sector
with working capital, trade finance, purchase order finance and investment. It is creating an effective
commodities market place for traders throughout Africa by linking and matching the relevant role players
and assisting them with financial and logistics support services.
Editor’s Note: The African Trade Platform recently addressed an Africa House agriculture sector focus group
meeting.
In Namibia, there are calls for the establishment of a PROJECT PREPARATION FACILITY (PPF). The
government has allocated N$ 100 million (about US$ 6,9 million) over the next three years for the
promotion of Public Private Partnership (PPP) projects. The proposed PPF would function in collaboration
with the Development Bank of Namibia.
The European Commission (EC) has announced the establishment of the 1 billion Euro TEAM EUROPE
INITIATIVE ON MANUFACTURING AND ACCESS TO VACCINES, MEDICINES AND HEALTH TECHNOLOGIES IN
AFRICA at the Global Health Summit in Rome in May 2021. The initiative will facilitate the manufacture of
vaccines in Africa and tackle the relevant supply and demand issues. It will be supported by the European
development finance institutions and by contribution by European Union (EU) member states.
Kenya has become the biggest shareholder in the pan-African housing finance agency, SHELTER AFRIQUE
by injecting an amount of US$ 9,2 million. It now holds a share of almost 19%. Kenya has a particularly
vibrant property sector.
The EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY (EAC) has tabled a budget of US$ 91,7 million for the 2021/22 year. 59%
will be from contributions by member states and 41% will be from development partners.
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TRAVEL NOTES
Construction work at the South Africa-Zimbabwe BEIT BRIDGE BORDER CROSSING is
one of the reasons for considerable current delays. The expansion works has reduced
available parking space for trucks and vehicles.
The Mercer COST OF LIVING CITY RANKING 2021 lists N’djamena in Chad as Africa’s
most expensive city followed by Lagos, Nigeria and Libreville, Gabon.
Updates on South African BORDER CLOSURES can be found on www.sars.gov.za/
customs-and-excise

AFRICA & THE WORLD
Sub-Saharan Africa reportedly has 60% of the world’s arable land. However, the region
imports US$ 50 billion in agri products and food every year. Analysts point to the lack
of support infrastructure as a major reason for this disparity.

INDEMNITY
Some of the information contained in this document is of a confidential nature and is supplied to
subscribers on the understanding that contents will be treated with appropriate discretion. Please note
that while every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this specialised
publication, neither Africa House nor its affiliate bodies and associates will be held responsible for any loss
or inconvenience resulting from application of this information.
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COMMODITIES OF AFRICA
TYPE OF
COMMODITY

Agriculture

Base and
Precious Metals

Energy

COMMODITY

UNITS

PRICE: June
2021

PRICE: July
2021

PRICE:
August
2021

Cocoa

US$ per Kilogram (US$/kg)

1.62

1.59

1.64

Coffee

US$ per Kilogram (US$/kg)

1.62

1.61

1.97

Cotton

US$ per Ounce (US$/oz.)

0.82

0.85

0.91

Rice

US$ per Metric Ton (USD/
MT)

495.00

493.00

466.00

Sugar

US$ per Kilogram (US$/kg)

17.36

17.23

18.50

Cobalt

US$ per Ton (US$/t)

43,615.00

48,500.00

52,430.00

Copper

US$ per Ton (US$/t)

10,159.70

9,225.35

9,709.15

Gold

US$ per Troy Ounce (US$/t
oz.)

1,903.12

1,761.57

1,825.27

Iron Ore

US$ per Dry Metric ton
(US$/DMT)

184.63

214.36

214.44

Platinum

US$ per Troy Ounce (US$/t
oz.)

1,192.27

1,068.50

1,080.50

Coal: Industrial

US$ per Metric Ton (USD/
MT)

89.13

99.31

112.93

Coal: Coking

US$ per Ton (US$/t)

109.00

125.25

149.2

Gas:
Gas

US$ per million British
Thermal Units (USD/

3.02

3.67

US$ per Barrel (US$/bbl.)

96.43

74.78

Natural

Oil: Crude Oil

Source: Various
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