
 

  



 

2 

 Issue 326, July 2022 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THIS EDITION 

• Update on Angola-Namibia Rail Link 

• Further Development of Ngqura Port, South Africa  

• New Developments Regarding Mpanda Nkuwa Hydro Power Project, Mozambique  

• Funding Secured for Rössing Uranium Extension Project, Namibia  

• Agreement Reached on LNG Export Terminal, Lindi, Tanzania  

• Plan for Mobile Technology Production Plant, Nigeria  

• Major Potable Water Supply Programme, Madagascar 

• Establishment of Seed Production Centres, Gabon  

• Two New Hilton Hotel Projects, Cameroon  

• Funding Secured for Madiba Vaccine Production Plant, Senegal  

• Challenges Regarding Berbera Port Project, Somaliland  

• New Solar Power Plant, Namibia  

• Plans for Spherical Graphite Products Production Plant, Tanzania  

• Programme for Oil and Gas Cottage Industries, Nigeria  

• South Africa to Develop its Own Communications Satellite 

• Major Towns Water Supply Programme, Tanzania  

• Funding for Majeje Citrus Project, South Africa  

• Plans for New Residential and Mixed-Use Commercial Property Development, Sandton, South Africa  
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EDITORIAL 

A More Positive Business Scenario for Nigeria  after the 2023 Elections?  
Editor’s Note: Duncan Bonnett of Africa House recently undertook a research mission to Nigeria,             

visiting Lagos, Abuja and Port Harcourt. The following are some of his impressions relating to the       
elections, the oil and gas, mining and industrial sectors as well as business in general.  

The Nigerian presidential and general elections 
will be held in February and March 2023. The 
country is well into election season with billboards 
all over the place and parties unashamedly          
jockeying for position. It’s still a year away, but the 
sense is that whoever wins will be forced into a 
different economic trajectory to that of the current 
President Buhari. One commentator told me that 
the two worst presidencies in terms of economic 
growth are both Buhari’s, once under his military 
rule, and now – Covid notwithstanding – as a             
civilian president. The view is that he has simply 
not achieved anything he set out and actually           
reversed some of the more positive and                      
progressive steps of his predecessors. (Akin             
perhaps to former President Lungu in Zambia and 
former President Magufuli in Tanzania, but with 
less pomposity.)  
 

Whilst there were positive notes within this              
narrative, some also cautioned that not everything 
will turn around immediately and not every sector 
will benefit immediately – a key example being 
the mining industry, which successive Nigerian 
governments have failed to move from ‘potential’ 
to ‘reality’. It is felt that the development of the 
sector from a small, fragmented sector to one that 
emerges as a key sector in the region is a five to 
ten year project requiring investment in not only 
exploration and production, but in the                        
infrastructure needed to support it.  
 

The announcement that Dangote Industries is set 
to enter the steel industry was met with some    
support, but also some unease that his                 
conglomerate may be becoming too central to too 
many key industries – cement, petroleum refining, 
milling and now steel, to name some. However, 
given that Nigeria has tried and failed numerous 
times to establish a viable integrated steel                
industry, perhaps it requires someone like Aliko 
Dangote to put the muscle behind this. 
 

There is a strong belief that with the oil majors 
selling out of their onshore operations, it will open 
up substantial opportunity for the national oil 
companies (NOC’s) and their suppliers in Nigeria.  
With a new president likely to look to stimulate 
the economy, things could start to turn around in 
eighteen months or so. (Although we’ve all heard 
that before!) Another interesting development is 

that despite all the doom and gloom in the media 
about Nigeria, several of the oil services and              
engineering companies that I met with are           
expanding their facilities and even talking to their 
original equipment manufacturer (OEM) partners 
about manufacturing under licence in Nigeria. 
They’re quite bullish about things and are               
investing significantly for the future.  
 

This applies not only to the oil and gas sector, but 
also to companies servicing other industrial            
sectors in Nigeria (some are the same) and it            
appears that a weak external macroeconomic            
environment is not deterring some domestic           
investment amongst key companies.  
 

In addition, for the first time in many years,             
Nigerian companies appear to be developing an 
appetite for regional expansion, rather than simply 
expecting buyers from the rest of the region to 
beat a path to their doors. Nigerian entrepreneurs 
are known for their tenacity and the business                
organisations such as the Manufacturers               
Association of Nigeria (MAN) are strong and have 
the ear of government. 
 

This expansion is largely within the West African 
region, but some companies, notably in the oil           
services sector, are also looking for opportunities 
in the ‘new’ territories of East Africa, including       
Tanzania, Mozambique and Uganda, and                   
potentially other countries as well. They are            
mostly already accredited with the international 
oil companies (IOC’s) as well as their engineering, 
procurement and construction (EP) contractors in 
Nigeria and are thus well placed to provide             
services into new projects as they develop.  
 

From a South African perspective, there remains a 
deep respect for the engineering and project           
capabilities of South African companies and there 
is a willingness to explore mutually beneficial            
opportunities – but given that many already              
represent globally recognised brands, South               
Africans certainly need to be able to offer a               
compelling story to break into the market.  

 

Maybe something is actually afoot in Nigeria?  
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GROUP VISIT TO NAMIBIA 

26 & 27 JULY2022 

 

We are excited to invite you to participate in our group visit to Namibia which is being organised and 

staged as a collaboration between Africa House and the South African Oil & Gas Alliance (SAOGA).  We will 

be visiting Windhoek to explore the opportunities presented by recent oil and gas developments.  

 

RATIONALE 

Namibia’s oil and gas sector has been quiet for many years with limited exploration success stories. The 

Kudu gas field, for example, has been undeveloped for close to 50 years.  That all changed in February 

2022 with two discoveries that look like game-changers namely Shell’s Graff and TotalEnergies’ Venus,      

adjoining finds located in the deep waters of the Orange Basin. 

 

According to Welligence Energy Analytics both discoveries have multibillion-barrel potential. While it is 

early days, TotalEnergies and Shell are expediting appraisal work, a positive sign in that they would not ad-

vance the work if they did not believe they have something of substance. Initial appraisal of Graff is com-

plete and TotalEnergies is expected to kick off evaluation of Venus by September 2022. The activity is not 

solely focused offshore – ReconAfrica is actively exploring the potential of the onshore Kavango Basin.  

 

The objective of the two-day Group Visit is to provide an early opportunity for companies to assess the        

opportunity and to be ahead of the game in terms of positioning themselves to participate and to find local 

partners. 

 

If you have any queries, please contact Nicole at nicole@africainfo.co.za  

mailto:nicole@africainfo.co.za
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KINETIKO ENERGY through its subsidiary, Afro Energy has finalised a joint development agreement (JDA) with 
the Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) of South Africa for the exploration and production of gas from 
some twenty wells in the Amersfoort area of Mpumalanga Province.  
 

Editor’s Note: Africa House subscribers can listen to a presentation on the project by Nick de Blocq, Chief                 
Executive Officer of Kinetiko by going to the Africa House website (www.africainfo.co.za ) and going onto the 
‘Africa House Webinars’ in the ‘Subscriber Zone’.  

PROJECT-RELATED ACHIEVEMENTS AND/OR ACTIVITIES OF AFRICA 

HOUSE NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBERS,  ASSOCIATES AND CONTACTS 

FACT OF THE MONTH 
According to the South African Deputy Minister of International Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO), Alvin 
Botes, South African exports to Africa have surpassed the value of the country’s exports to the European 
Union (EU). In 2021, SA exports to Africa totalled R385 billion (about US$ 24,3 billion) compared with       
R355 billion (about US$ 22,4 billion).  

QUOTABLE QUOTES 
 

“It won’t take long before you realise that you are left with the image of sitting naked in a cave looking for a 
way to keep warm! Literally, without oil and gas we are completely back in the stone age. Or back to harvesting 
whales to make candles … except you won’t have a boat or a harpoon. People need to get a dose of realism – 
just about everything they have and use started life as a seismic somewhere!” 

 

(Nick de Blocq, Chief Executive Officer of Kinetiko Energy Limited which is planning a natural gas project in 
the Amersfoort area of South Africa.)  

https://www.kinetiko.com.au/
http://www.africainfo.co.za
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PROJECTS 
Africa House subscribers should note that the projects listed below in this publication are a selection from 

our Project Database. Templates on many more projects can be found on the  

Ventures Onsite Project Platform. 

https://africahouse.venturesonsite.com/login  

 

Africa House subscribers are welcome to contact Keagan on Johannesburg 27 11 7285878 or e-mail: 
keagan@africainfo.co.za for templates/further details/contacts pertaining to specific projects listed below.  

PROJECT OF THE MONTH 
 
Mocamedes Railway (Caminho de Ferro de Mocamedes, CFM) is undertaking a feasibility study for the              
construction of a 300 kilometre ANGOLA-NAMIBIA RAIL LINK. The line would link the Angolan and              
Namibian railway systems and greatly enhance bilateral trade. Previous investigations into the long-
mooted project referred to an extension of Angola’s Tchamutete rail to the Santa Clara/Oshikango border 
crossing. TransNamib is the Namibian utility that operates the Namibian railway system that already              
extends to Oshikango. CFM operates the southern Angolan rail network.  

Editor’s Note: Africa House has long been monitoring the ‘Namgola’ trade opportunity for linkage of southern 
Angola and northern Namibia. Several research missions have been undertaken in the area. Southern Angola 
represents a major current and potentially larger market for Namibian supply of a wide range of products. 

https://africahouse.venturesonsite.com/login
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AGRICULTURE 

 

Grand Moulins d’Abidjan (GMA), the local affiliate company of the US agri-business group, Seaboard               
Corporation, has recently commissioned six new GRAIN SILOS. They will have a capacity of 28 000 tons and 
will increase the company’s grain storage capacity to 50 000 tons. The cost was US$ 15,7 million. There is a 
particularly strong demand for flour in the country.  

COTE D’IVOIRE  

The office responsible for the implementation of the Gabon Programme for Support to the Seeds Project 
(PAPG) has launched a tender to private companies for the establishment of SIX SEED PRODUCTION                
CENTRES in the country. The first will be in Woleu Ntem Province with others to follow in Nyanga and             
Ngounié provinces. Funding is from the Africa Development Bank (AfDB). The project falls under the Green 
Gabon Initiative. Gabon is aiming to reduce its dependence upon agricultural imports.  

GABON  

The Motsepe Foundation has announced that it will be assisting with funding of the MAJEJE CITRUS PROJECT 
in the Limpopo Province. The Foundation will be collaborating with the Komati Fruit Group and ABSA Bank in 
the development of a citrus plantation extending over 457 hectares of irrigated land for the benefit of the 
Majeje Traditional Community. The Foundation and RCL Foods have allocated funding of R70 million (about 
US$ 4,4 million) to traditional and poor communities and black farmers in the form of soft loans at                     
3% interest and for two projects in the Limpopo and Mpumalanga Provinces. The projects are being                  
implemented in collaboration with AgriSA/Agri Enterprises.  

SOUTH AFRICA 

A Zambian group is promoting a RICE PRODUCTION PROJECT in the Lunga area of the Luapula Province in 
northern Zambia. The area is swampy and well suited for rice production. The project includes the                       
procurement of rice hammer mills. A skills training centre for the local population has also been proposed.  

Editor’s Note: Africa House has direct contact with the project proposers and can link any interested AH                 
subscribers.  

ZAMBIA 
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HEALTH 

 

The Ministry of Health has allocated an initial 600 million Kenya Shillings (or about US$ 5,1 million) for the 
implementation of a TELEMEDICINE PROGRAMME through 20 health facilities located throughout the               
country. Pilot telemedicine projects were undertaken at Jome Kenyatta Hospital in Nairobi and at Isiolo                
Hospital. Kenya has yet to complete the finalisation of telemedicine regulations but has produced relevant 
guidelines.  
 

The Oasis Healthcare Group of Kenya will be making an investment of 236 million Kenya Shillings (just over 
US$ 2 million) for the REFURBISHMENT OF VICTORIA ANNEX HOSPITAL in Kisumu County, Western Kenya. 
The first phase will be for renovation and purchase of equipment while the second phase will be for the                
establishment of a radiology and cancer centre as well as a critical care unit. Oasis won a renewable five-year 
contract to operate the hospital which has been leased to the group on a revenue-sharing basis. Oasis                
operates the Oasis Doctors Plaza units in many parts of the country.  

KENYA 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) will be contributing 75 million Euros (about US$ 78,9 million) towards 
the cost of construction of the MADIBA VACCINE PRODUCTION PLANT in Dakar. The implementing agency is 
the Pasteur Institute of Dakar. The plant will have a capacity of 300 million doses per annum. A number of 
other development institutions are also contributing including the Agence Francause de Développement 
(AFD).  

SENEGAL  
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HOTELS/COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY 

 

The US-based hotel group, Hilton, has announced TWO NEW HOTEL PROJECTS in Douala, Cameroon. The       
210-room Hilton Douala in the Bonanjo commercial district will include meeting rooms and halls as well as a 
spa. It is scheduled to open in 2026. The 111-room Hilton Garden Inn in the Akwa business district will            
include six meeting rooms and a gym. It is scheduled to open in 2024. The group is partnering with local             
investors and companies.  

CAMEROON  

The Mabote, Govura and Massangena district governments of Inhambane and Gaza Provinces are planning to 
promote inland tourism through the UPGRADE OF ZINAVE NATIONAL PARK situated along the Save River in 
southern Mozambique. The districts will be forming a Management Council for the running of Zinave. An              
animal translocation programme will be undertaken resulting in the establishment of the ‘big five’ in the 
park. The project is being assisted by the Peace Parks Foundation.  

MOZAMBIQUE 

The Oranjemund Town Council (OTC) and the Namdeb Diamond Company have reached agreement on the sale 
of land to promote the ORANJEMUND TOWN TRANSFORMATION PLAN. The objective is to diversify the 
town’s economy in preparation for the post-mining era. Infrastructure will be improved and investment in 
the town’s assets including tourism will be encouraged. Oranjemund was formally declared as a town and 
municipality in 2011.  

NAMIBIA 

The Sandton Central Management District (SCMD) and the Gauteng Department of Roads and Transport are 
entering into a Public Private Partnership (PPP) for the redesign of the M1-Grayston Drive interchange to          
unlock an estimated R3 billion (about US$ 191,5 million) investment in RESIDENTIAL AND MIXED-USE             
DEVELOPMENTS IN SANDTON, north of Johannesburg, Gauteng Province. The redesign would be for a                
diamond converging interchange. In 2020, a company was commissioned to conduct a micro-simulation 
model.  

SOUTH AFRICA   
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ICT / TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

 

The EllaLink INTERNATIONAL SUBMARINE CABLE in Praia, Cape Verde has gone live. In 2018, Cape Verde             
Telecom and EllaLink concluded a contract for the delivery of connectivity from Europe and Latin America to 
Cape Verde. The cable will have a capacity of 30 Tbps. The project was supported by the European                    
Investment Bank (EIB).  

CAPE VERDE   

The Dubai-based smartphone accessory manufacturer, Oraimo Mobile Technology has announced its plans to 
construct a MOBILE TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTION PLANT in Nigeria. The plant will be built in the Jabi Lake Mall 
in Abuja. The announcement was made by the company at the inauguration of its flagship sales outlet and 
experience centre in the mall.  
 

Ogun State in south-western Nigeria will be laying a total of 5 000 kilometres of FIBRE OPTIC CABLE to           
boost internet connectivity in the state. It has already laid 2 000 kilometres. The network will link 20 local 
government areas. The state is being assisted by the Bureau of Information Technology (BIT)/National                   
Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA) and the German technical assistance agency, GIZ.  

NIGERIA 

The Minister of Communications and Digital Technologies has stated that South Africa will be developing its 
own COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE. The project could take 8-10 years for full development. It is aimed at 
providing voice, data and internet coverage also to the rural areas of South Africa as well as other Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) countries. The Ministry will be collaborating with the state                
communications utility, Sentech as well as the South African National Space Agency.  

SOUTH AFRICA 
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MINING 

 

Oriole Resources of the UK and its local affiliate, Reservoir Minerals Cameroon are undertaking phase 4 of an 
exploration drilling programme at their 177 square kilometre BIBEMI GOLD CONCESSION. The operation is 
situated in the Garoua District of the Northern Region, north-eastern Cameroon. The research permit was 
granted by the Ministry of Mines, Industry and Technological Development in 2010.  

CAMEROON 

The Ministry of Mines has approved an exploration permit for the Managem Group of Morocco regarding the 
ETEKE GOLD PROJECT situated in the Mouila Region in Ngounié Province, southern Gabon. The company         
presented a feasibility study to the Gabonese government in 2018. Gabon issued a new mining code in 
2019.  

GABON  

Rössing Uranium has stated that it has secured funding for the RöSSING URANIUM LIFE-OF-MINE EXTENSION 
PROJECT. The project includes upgrading of the processing plant and enlarging the open pit and tailings           
facility. The extension study is scheduled for completion by mid-2022. The company has also declared that 
Namibia has become the world’s second largest producer of uranium oxide ahead of Australia and Canada 
with Kazakhstan as the largest producer.  

NAMIBIA 

EcoGraf of Australia is collaborating with its Tanzanian subsidiary, TanzGraphite for the establishment of a 
manufacturing hub in East Africa for the production and export of SPHERICAL GRAPHITE PRODUCTS to Africa 
and Europe. The spherical graphite is required for the battery anode material used in lithium ion batteries. 
EcoGraf is operating the Epanko and Merelani-Arusha graphite mines in Tanzania. The company also intends 
establishing a processing facility in Western Australia that will manufacture spherical graphite products for 
export to Asia.  

TANZANIA 
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OIL & GAS 

 

China International Marine Containers (CIMC) has delivered a hub terminal platform with accommodation 
quarters and support utilities to BP of the UK for the GREATER TORTUE-AHMEYIM FIELD spanning the                     
Mauritanian and Senegalese border waters. A floating LNG project is being developed in the field. The field is 
reported to have a resource of 15 trillion cubic feet of recoverable gas.  

REGIONAL  

The National Oil, Gas and Biofuels Agency (ANPG) is offering blocks for licensing in the KWANZA ONSHORE 
AND ULTRA DEEP WATER BASINS as well as the Lower Congo Basin. Oil and gas production has been                  
declining and the Angolan government is reformulating the legal framework through a series of presidential 
decrees to bolster exploration activity. The authorities are of the view that these areas have been                      
under-explored.  

ANGOLA 

The Nigerian authorities are implementing an OIL AND GAS COTTAGE INDUSTRIES PROGRAMME. The           
programme aims at greater involvement of local medium-sized and small companies in the manufacture of 
components for the industry such as LPG cylinders, valves and damp proof building materials as well as              
derivatives such as petroleum jelly and asphalt. The Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) of 2021 has provided 
greater clarity regarding the sector regulations. The upstream and midstream/downstream regulatory                
authorities have been split into two agencies.  

NIGERIA 

The Tanzanian government has signed a framework agreement with Shell and Equinor of Norway for the              
construction of a LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS EXPORT TERMINAL in Lindi on the country’s south coast. The cost 
is estimated at US$ 30 billion. The final investment decision (FID) is still awaited. The operation of the plant 
could begin in 2030. The implementing agency is the Tanzania Petroleum Development Corporation (TPDC). 
The Petroleum Upstream Regulatory Authority (PURA) will be issuing the required approvals.  

TANZANIA   
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POWER 

 

Spain, through its Official Credit Institute (ICO) and the Ivorian government have launched the construction of 
a RENEWABLE ENERGIES TRAINING CENTRE in the Yopougon district of Abidjan. The stated cost was                
6,5 billion CFA or about US$ 10,4 million. The centre will train young students in PV solar, wind and biomass 
technologies. Spain is a major manufacturer of renewable energy components and has developed expertise 
in the field.  

COTE D’IVOIRE  

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) and the African Development Bank (AfDB) are acting as technical 
adviser/finance arranger and advisor respectively for the implementation of the long-mooted, 1 500 MW 
MPANDA NKUWA HYDRO-POWER PROJECT in Tete Province, central Mozambique. The project comprises a 
dam on the Zambezi River, a power station and a transmission line to Maputo. The cost is estimated at           
US$ 4,5 billion. Completion is scheduled for 2031. The implementing agency is the Mphanda Nkuwa              
Hydropower Project Office at the Ministry of Mineral Resources and Energy (MIREME).  

MOZAMBIQUE   

The Development Bank of Namibia (DBN) has concluded an agreement with HopSol Africa of South Africa and 
Namibia for the construction of a SOLAR POWER PLANT to supply 20 MW to NamPower’s Kahn substation 
situated some 40 kilometres from Usakos in central Namibia. The funding from the DBN for the project 
amounts to N$ 193 million (about US$ 12,4 million). The local companies Anirep and Aussenkjer have jointly 
secured a 25-year contract to supply power to NamPower.   

NAMIBIA  

The Mauritius-based investment and business development firm, African Growth Partners has indicated that 
construction of a 40 MW solar power plant as part of the EKURHULENI POWER SUPPLY PROGRAMME could 
begin by the end of 2022. It comments further that funding arrangements for the project are progressing 
well. The cost estimate is about R1 billion (about US$ 64,2 million). The company is working with a number 
of independent power producers. Ekurhuleni Municipality in Gauteng Province is striving to purchase its own 
power in the face of inconsistent supply from the national power utility, Eskom. The municipality has signed 
a number of power purchase agreements (PPA’s) with power supply bidders.  

SOUTH AFRICA 
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TRANSPORT 

 

The LAKE VICTORIA TRADE PROJECT has reportedly been stalled due to delays in the development of 
Uganda’s ports on the lake. Kenya has commissioned its refurbished Kisumu Port but the state of the piers at 
Uganda’s Port Bell and Jinja ports is apparently delaying smooth cargo passage. The Bukasa inland port               
development has also not advanced sufficiently. The Kenyan authorities state that Lake Victoria has a                 
US$ 60 billion trade potential.  Kenya and Tanzania are reportedly applying pressure on the Ugandan               
authorities to prioritise their Lake Victoria ports.  

REGIONAL 

The government of Somaliland has announced that Ethiopia has lost a 19% stake in the BERBERA PORT      
PROJECT. It claims that Ethiopia has failed to fulfil conditions for ownership and has especially failed to 
make a financial contribution towards the rebuilding and expansion of the strategically-located port.              
Observers believe that this effectively reverses the 2017 agreement between Ethiopia, the Somaliland               
government and Somaliland Port Authority, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) government with Dubai Ports 
World (DP World) for implementation of the project. 

SOMALIA/SOMALILAND 

The Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA) has confirmed that it will be developing NGQURA PORT in the 
Eastern Cape Province into a major trans-shipment hub servicing West African and East African ports as well 
as inter-continental transhipments. A transhipment-focused container terminal is being developed. There are 
plans for an increase in the number of berths and the construction of additional channels and basins. The 
port operated by Transnet Port Terminals and promoted by the Coega Development Corporation (CDC) is             
reportedly nut using its full capacity. The TNPA has thus far invested over R10 billion (about US$ 628 million) 
in the port project.  

SOUTH AFRICA 

The Sudanese Minister of Finance and Economic Planning has announced a “grand” agriculture project and a 
road that will link the project to a NEW PORT ON THE RED SEA. This follows an agreement between Sudan 
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). It is reported that Sudan has allocated tracts of arable land to Gulf                  
countries which are in considerable need of agricultural produce.  

SUDAN  



 

15 

 

The Madagascan government is planning a POTABLE WATER SUPPLY PROGRAMME that will supply the                    
populations of 16 districts in the southern, northern and south-eastern regions of the island. The Programme 
involves the setting up of water collection stations and purification units. Water will be pumped from the 
Abodimanga Dam in the Sava Region of northern Madagascar. USD 13,5 million has been allocated for the 
pumping and distribution operations. The World Bank is providing financial and technical support. The                  
national water utility is Jirama. 

MADAGASCAR  

WATER & SANITATION 

The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) is drafting plans for improved WATER SUPPLY TO MUSINA in 
the Limpopo province. Poor infrastructure and maintenance have led to water shortages and restrictions on 
usage imposed by the Vhembe District Municipality. The Musina Water Project includes extraction of water 
from the Limpopo River and storage at the Musina and Sand River dams; water transfer from the Beitbridge 
Water Works in Zimbabwe where there is excess capacity; the construction of a dam on the Mutale River; 
water from defunct mines; waste water re-use.  
 

The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) has concluded a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
the Blue Deal Programme of the Netherlands for implementation of the CROCODILE RIVER PROJECT.  The  
project aims at improvement of water treatment plants to combat pollution of the Crocodile River in              
Mbombela in Mpumalanga Province. Two water treatment plants will be rehabilitated as part of the first 
phase. The project falls within the Inkomati-Usuthu Water Management Area. The Dutch Blue Deal                       
Programme (2018-2030) of the Dutch Water Authorities assists authorities and populations of catchment             
areas to produce and receive clean water.  

SOUTH AFRICA 

The Exim Bank of India is involved in the funding of a major TOWNS WATER SUPPLY PROGRAMME. The                
programme will supply potable water to 24 towns in the country. Supply projects for a further four towns 
will be funded by the Tanzanian government. The programme is expected to commence before the end of 
the 2022 financial year. The Ministry of Water and Irrigation is currently prioritising water supply projects. 

TANZANIA  
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WHISPERINGS - FOOTNOTES 

• ExxonMobil has recently stated that it 
looks forward to its first export of liquefied 
natural gas from the offshore CORAL SOUTH 
FLOATING LNG PROJECT in the Rovuma Basin, 
northern Mozambique later this year.  On            
Saturday the 18th  of June ENI announced that 
they have  safely achieved the introduction of 
hydrocarbons to the  FLNG plant. Following 
the introduction of gas in the 
plant.  ExxonMobil has a major share in the 
project along with Eni of Italy and the China 
National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC). 

 
• Johannesburg, Ekurhuleni, Cape Town and Durban are South African cities that are undertaking             

initiatives to secure their own MUNICIPAL POWER SUPPLY to reduce dependence upon inconsistent 
supply from the national utility, Eskom. They are collaborating with investment, business development 
and project management firms and are identifying suitable independent power producers involved in 
renewable energy projects.  

• Germany has expressed interest in a major GAS PROJECT IN SENEGAL. This was announced during the 
recent Africa visit of Chancellor Olaf Scholz that comprised Senegal, Niger and South Africa. Germany is 
currently strongly dependent on Russia for gas supply and the announcement is a strong indication of 
the need for the country to identify alternative sources.  

• Tanzania is embarking on a strong CASHEW NUT PRODUCTION DRIVE and is projecting production of 
400 000 tons in 2022/2023. This represents an increase of nearly 70% on current production.  

• Companies initiating and operating GAS PROJECTS IN SOUTH AFRICA are emphasising that the country 
has an abundance of domestic natural gas resources. Sasol has been importing gas from Mozambique’s 
Pande and Temane fields.  

• Commercial development of the KATEMBE PENINSULA in far southern Mozambique has reportedly yet 
to take off substantially. This is despite the completion of the Katembe Bridge and road linking Maputo 
and greatly facilitating travel from the city to the area.  

• According to the Ctrack Transport and Freight Index Report April 2022, ROAD AND RAIL FREIGHT in the 
country have improved surprisingly well on a year on year basis recently. Road freight increased 20,5% 
and rail freight registered a revival with a 1,5% increase.  

• According to a report by the UK-based data analytics and consulting company, GlobalData, the global 
ELECTRIC STORAGE BATTERY INDUSTRY is expected to generate US$ 168 billion before 2030. Sub-
Saharan Africa has the relevant battery metals resources such as lithium, graphite, cobalt and nickel but 
should embark on local processing programmes to maximise the benefit. A recent development in this 
regard is the announcement that a major battery manufacturing plant will be developed in the DR       
Congo using US expertise.  

• Rössing Uranium is assisting with WATER SUPPLY to the arid coastal area around Swakopmund in         
Namibia. It has recently inaugurated six new water reservoirs to feed its mines and to reduce                   
dependence on supply from the national utility, NamWater. 

• The Namibian government is aware of the need to change its LEGISLATION ON THE OIL AND GAS               
SECTORS to prepare the country for future production. The Petroleum (Exploration and Production) Act 
2 of 1991 (amended in 1998) is considered by some observers to be focused on exploration with                
insufficient reference to production.  

• The current RWANDA-DR CONGO DISPUTE continues despite bilateral talks and the freeing of allegedly 
“disguised” Rwandan troops. The DR Congo is accusing Rwanda of supporting M23 rebels in eastern DR 
Congo. This has been denied by Rwanda. The DR Congo authorities recently banned RwandAir flights 
into the country. Trade between the two countries is nevertheless important as the DR Congo accounts 
for some 96% of Rwanda’s total re-exports.  
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 • There is an urgent need by the KwaZulu-Natal provincial authorities in South Africa for the supply of 
TEMPORARY HOUSING UNITS for some 8 000 people displaced by the recent floods in that province. 
The KZN provincial government will have to re-allocate funds in its housing budget to procure the units. 
Eight contractors have reportedly been appointed to supply the units.  

• Tanzania is now supplying COAL TO EUROPEAN MARKETS in addition to supplying coal to China and        
India. A shipment destined for the Netherlands recently left Mtwara Port in southern Tanzania. The coal 
will be used to feed European power stations. Ruvuma Coal Limited concluded a supply deal a few 
months ago with the Kenexon Company of Hong Kong.  

• Much has been made of Africa’s ability to use INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT) 
to leapfrog and provide impetus to its socio-economic development. However specialists indicate that 
the continent still lags other regions in this regard. The African Development Bank (AfDB) has reacted by 
establishing an ICT Operations Division to assist regional member countries to attain affordable digital 
infrastructure and connectivity, enable policies and regulations to encourage private sector investment 
and to promote entrepreneurship and skills in the sector.  

• The long-mooted establishment of a thriving BOTSWANA MEAT INDUSTRY is receiving new impetus 
through the issue of the Meat Industry Regulatory Authority bill soon to be presented to parliament. 
The Botswana Beef Producers Union has welcomed plans for the establishment of a meat industry              
regulatory authority. The Botswana Meat Commission has been regulating the export of beef but is a 
beef exporter itself.  

• It is reported that PROJECTS IN RWANDA worth a total of US$ 6 billion were identified during a recent 
four-week local workshop entitled the Rwanda Private Sector-led Transformation Programme (RPTP). 
The projects are mainly in the Agro-processing, energy manufacturing and infrastructure sectors.  

• The Petroleum Commissioner at the Namibian Ministry of Mines and Energy has stated that NEW                  
DESALINATION PROJECTS will be implemented to address the problem of water supply to the upcoming 
Namibian oil and gas industries.  

• The number of INSURGENT ATTACKS IN BURKINA FASO AND MALI has increased sharply over the past 
few weeks. In Burkina Faso, three attacks were reported. Civilians and military police were killed and a 
gold mine attacked. In Mali, International Red Cross workers were killed and United Nations                          
peacekeepers killed though an improvised explosive device and an attack on a UN convoy.  

• The Namibian transport utility, TransNamib has indicated that the completion of the NAMIBIA-ANGOLA 
RAIL LINK will be of substantial benefit to South Africa. The South African rail network is linked to that 
of Namibia and the completion of the Angola link will provide South African suppliers with an effective 
rail connection to the lucrative southern Angolan market.  

• In a recent state-of-the-Nation address, President Museveni referred to the discovery of a major gold 
deposit of 31 million tons of ore and over 300 000 tons of pure gold. The UGANDAN GOLD MINING 
SECTOR is further boosted by the establishment of a number of gold refineries in the country.  

• ABSA bank has announced that it is planning to equip 128 of its branches throughout South Africa with 
SOLAR POWER to reduce dependence on supply from Eskom. Financial institutions are following mobile 
telecommunications operators in securing country-wide power supply.   

• The reported deal between Sudan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) for the supply of AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCE TO THE UAE is further manifestation of agricultural produce demand in the Gulf states and 
the opportunity of supplying this requirement from the Horn of Africa.  

• The transformation of GREY WATER, industrial waste water and sewage water for potable water                      
consumption and for irrigation is a growing practice in water-stressed countries such as Namibia and 
Senegal. New technologies and methodologies are evolving.  
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SPOTLIGHT ON AID AGENCIES, INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

FINANCE INSTITUTIONS, FUNDS & SELECTED RELATED               

ORGANISATIONS 

The Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA) has approved a loan of about R2 billion allocated to the 
TRANSNAMIB FIVE-YEAR RAIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN. The DBSA is collaborating with the Development Bank of 
Namibia on the plan.  

 

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) is extending a US$ 30 million loan to the Dubai-based waste 
management company, Averda International to strengthen the company’s WASTE MANAGEMENT                    
OPERATIONS in South Africa, Morocco and Oman.  

 

The Canadian government has allocated US$ 78 million for SMALLHOLDER FOOD PRODUCERS in Africa. 
The funds will be contributed to a special agribusiness fund run by the African Development Bank (AfDB). 
Concessional loans will be offered to small and medium-sized agribusinesses to assist them in improving 
yields.  

 

The KENYA POWER AND LIGHTING COMPANY (KPLC) could be receiving a US$ 750 million loan from the 
World Bank to shore up the national utility’s finances. Funds are required to upgrade Kenya Power’s                    
transmission infrastructure. A drop in tariffs has also placed the utility under financial strain.  

 

The World Bank is assisting the Namibia Financial Institutions Supervisory Authority (Namfisa) with the              
design and implementation of an INDEX-BASED AGRICULTURE INSURANCE PROGRAMME which is aimed at 
assisting small farmers in rural and communal areas.  

 

The Ghana government has recently launched the DEVELOPMENT BANK GHANA with initial seed capital of 
US$ 750 million. Contributors were the World Bank, the African Development Bank (AfDB), the European       
Investment Bank (EIB) and the government of Ghana. The bank aims to lend US$ 600 million over the next 
year or two to small businesses in the country. The KFW of Germany provided technical assistance to the 
initiative.  

WEBSITES 

The Ctrack Transport and Freight Index is a performance gauge and economic indicator of 
the SOUTH AFRICAN LOGISTICS AND SUPPLY CHAIN INDUSTRIES:  

 

Global developments in the WATER AND SANITATION SECTOR can be found on the site 
of WaterWorld 

The contact details for ETHIOPIAN STATE MINISTRIES can be found on                                 
https://dlca.logcluster.org  

AFRICA & THE WORLD 

According to the World Bank, annual global production of waste will rise to 3,4 billion tons by 2050. The 
amounts will triple by that time in Sub-Saharan Africa and double in North Africa. By contrast, the Global             
E-Waste Monitor states that Africa will be the continent to generate the second least electronic waste              
volume of all the continents.  

http://www.dbsa.org/
http://www.transnamib.com.na/
http://www.dbn.com.na/
http://www.dbn.com.na/
https://www.ifc.org/
http://www.averda.com/
http://www.afdb.org/
http://www.kplc.co.ke/
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://www.namfisa.com.na/
http://www.dbg.com.gh/
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://www.afdb.org/
http://www.eib.org/
http://www.eib.org/
http://www.kfwentwicklungsbank.de/
https://ctrack.com
http://www.waterworld.com
https://dlca.logcluster.org
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TRAVEL NOTES 

The following are notes from a recent road traveller from South Africa to  BOTSWANA AND                
ZIMBABWE via the Martins Drift (Botswana) and Plumtree (Zimbabwe) border crossings: 

The journey has become far easier due to the new Covid certification requirement. Apart 
from the normal passport and travel requirements, the formal vaccination certificate (not the 
card) is required. Some private clinics in South Africa can assist travellers with obtaining this 
certificate if they can present the SMS notifications of previous vaccinations. Presentation of 
the vaccination card for such assistance is also recommended. There are no longer charges 
relating to Covid vaccinations at these border posts.  

 

Air Côte d’Ivoire will be launching four weekly ABIDJAN-JOHANNESBURG FLIGHTS from 29 June 2022. The 
flights will be the quickest between the two cities taking only about eight hours with just a refuelling stop 
in Kinshasa. These flights are also being offered at special rates.  
 

At the time of writing, the DR Congo government has barred all RWANDAIR FLIGHTS TO DR CONGO                 
AIRPORTS due to alleged involvement of Rwanda in conflict in North Kivu Province. Rwandair has                  
undertaken to keep its clients informed but it is advisable for passengers to personally check.  
 

It is reported that FlySafair will be flying ten new routes across sub-Saharan Africa. These will be to                   
business destinations such as Nairobi and Lusaka as well as leisure destinations such as Victoria Falls and 
Zanzibar.  

CHART OF THE MONTH 

South Africa is a key exporter of goods into sub-Saharan Africa, second only to China overall.  However,           
exports remain concentrated in SACU and to a lesser extent, SADC.  

Can AfCFTA provide a similar boost to open up markets further afield in the continent?  

Source: Africa House, based on UN Comtrade  
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COMMODITIES OF AFRICA 

Source: Various 

TYPE OF                
COMMODITY 

COMMODITY UNITS 
PRICE:  May 

2022 
PRICE: June 

2022 
PRICE: July 

2022 

            

Agriculture 

Cocoa US$ per Kilogram (US$/kg) 1.76 1.71 1.70 

Coffee US$ per Kilogram (US$/kg) 2.16 2.29 2.33 

Cotton US$ per Ounce (US$/oz.) 1.43 1.39 1.05 

Rice US$ per Metric Ton (USD/MT) 422.00 431.00 464.00 

Sugar US$ per Kilogram (US$/kg) 19.42 19.61 18.55 

            

Base and                 
Precious Metals 

Cobalt US$ per Ton (US$/t) 82,000.00 74,145.00 70,000.00 

Copper US$ per Ton (US$/t) 10,246.25 9,341.05 8,445.00 

Gold US$ per Troy Ounce (US$/t oz.) 1,894.95 1,857.93 1,816.72 

Iron Ore 
US$ per Dry Metric ton                   
(US$/DMT) 

161.84 133.17 130.46 

Platinum US$ per Troy Ounce (US$/t oz.) 937.67 964.50 918.00 

            

Energy 

Coal:                
Industrial 

US$ per Metric Ton (USD/MT) 294.42 302.00 280.00 

Coal: Coking US$ per Ton (US$/t) 326.06 396.00 380.00 

Gas: Natural 
Gas 

US$ per million British Thermal 
Units (USD/MMBtu) 

6.94 8.82 6.50 

Oil: Crude Oil US$ per Barrel (US$/bbl.) 104.65 111.54 123.17 
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Africa House is a research & consulting company based in Johannesburg, South Africa. Working exclusively 
in sub-Saharan Africa, we offer insight and access into the African trade and project environment through 
the provision of intelligence on projects and bespoke research on opportunities in markets. 

Our Services: 

Africa House provides: 

Insights: What is driving the continent and targeting regions of high opportunity going forward.  

Access: To the world’s fastest growing markets through a team that has worked in 30 countries across the 

continent over a period spanning 30 years 

Projects: On-going research and intelligence on greenfield and brownfield projects to a dedicated            

subscriber base 

Trade: Market and partner identification, export strategy development and commercial feasibility  

INDEMNITY 

 

Some of the information contained in this document is of a confidential nature and is supplied to            
subscribers on the understanding that contents will be treated with appropriate discretion. Please note 
that while every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this specialised    
publication, neither Africa House nor its affiliate bodies and associates will be held responsible for any loss 
or inconvenience resulting from application of this information. 

Did you know?  

You are able to  access past  Insights & Access publications on our           

website 

https://www.africainfo.co.za/archives/
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Please see our Privacy Notice for more information about how we process personal information.  

https://www.africainfo.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/PRIVACY-NOTICE-FOR-Africa-house-210527.pdf

